Talking Points for Legislative Contacts re SB 9 and SB 342

Both of these bills started out in the Senate as straightforward bills to address agricultural issues. SB 9 (sponsored by Sen. Pearce) enabled multi-county extension service districts, and SB 342 (sponsored by Sen. Parson) increased the loan guarantees for crop losses. 

Unfortunately, the House Committee Substitutes for both of these bills contain language revising RSMo 192.300. The change would remove the authority of County Health Center boards to pass any rules, regulations, ordinances or orders (not just those pertaining to agriculture). This could create numerous problems.

· Boards of Health would no longer have the authority to pass ordinances or impose fees for services. This could lead to cuts in services and/or increases in property tax levies to cover their cost.

· Boards of Health could not issue quarantine orders in an emergency such as importation of a new strain of pandemic flu or multi-drug-resistant tuberculosis.

· County Commissions would be required to make decisions that are currently made by the Boards of Health. The Missouri Association of Counties is opposed to this because commissioners already have their plates full and do not want to take on the responsibilities of Boards of Health.
· This language jeopardizes SB 9 and SB 342 by making them subject to a court challenge. The changes in RSMo 192.300 (a health law) are not germane to the topic of these bills, which is agriculture. This is unconstitutional in Missouri, so the Supreme Court could strike down the whole bill. Several local boards of health have already indicated they will take it to court if either bill passes.

Links to the bills:

http://www.senate.mo.gov/13info/pdf-bill/hcs/SB9.pdf 

http://www.senate.mo.gov/13info/pdf-bill/hcs/SB342.pdf
In both bills, the RSMo 192.300 change is on page 5, lines 24-35.

Requested action: Please remove all references to RSMo 192.300 from these bills during the conference committee process.

Sen. Pearce:  http://www.senate.mo.gov/13info/members/mem21.htm 

Sen. Parson:  http://www.senate.mo.gov/13info/members/mem28.htm 
