
 
 

Jennifer Lewis, Jeff Wenzel, Roger Gibson, & Kris Schwartz; Bureau of Environmental Epidemiology 
 

Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) 

Abstract 

  

Background 

A Snapshot in 3 Parts 

Contact 
Jennifer Lewis 

                                              Research 
Analyst 

      Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services 
      Email: Jennifer.Lewis@health.mo.gov 

      Office telephone: 573-751-6102 
       FAX: 573-526-6946 

County and City  
 Health, Environment, and Community Profiles 

The health section of the profiles includes the outcomes of: Acute 
Myocardial Infarction (AMI), Asthma, Birth Defects, Cancer (not at the 
city level), Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning, Childhood Lead 
poisoning, and Heat. 

For hospitalization, emergency room, and cancer indicators 5-10 year 
age-adjusted rates were used. This eliminated the need for 
suppression and ensured that rates for rare outcomes were stable. 

For all other outcomes, the most current year of data was used. All 
health indicators were derived from the National EPHT NCDMs. 

 

  
  
 

 
 

*Not all indicators shown 

In the age of accreditation, 24/7 access to information, and a more 
holistic approach to health; having the ability to condense vast 
amounts of information into one concise and consistent community 
profile is extremely beneficial to local and state leaders.  

In Missouri there was no place to get a snapshot of your county with 
health, environment, and community information all in one place. 
With the exception of the two largest cities, there was no city level 
information available in one place at all. 

In order to fill this knowledge gap the Missouri EPHT team was able 
to gather diverse datasets, handle them in a way that was 
consistent and comparable across the state and nation, and compile 
these diverse data into one concise community snapshot. Working 
with the LPHAs, the team was able to create city level profiles using 
zip code boundaries. 

The response to these profiles have been overwhelmingly positive. 
LPHA staff have been able to share these profiles with local 
administrators and policy makers. This has reduced their response 
time and costs in providing needed information.  

 

 

 

 

 

Profiles are located at: 
http://ephtn.dhss.mo.gov/EPHTN_Data_Portal/ 

While there is a vast amount of data on a community’s health, 
environment, and social/demographic; data is scattered in a multitude 
of places and few datasets are comparable across jurisdictions. To 
address this problem the Missouri Environmental Public Health 
Tracking (EPHT) team created profiles for specific geographic areas 
across the state. The team generated profiles at two geographic 
levels: county and city.   

The Missouri EPHT team gathered data from diverse locations, from 
state and federal resources to private not-for-profit organizations. 
Utilizing the consistency of  National EPHT datasets for health and 
environment data, and standardized data sets for community level 
information, Missouri EPHT created profiles that are consistent from a 
local to a national level. While the county and city profiles follow the 
same template, they provide slightly different data due to challenges 
encountered during creation. 

The Missouri EPHT community profiles include health data from the 
EPHT nationally consistent data and measures (NCDMs), 
environmental data , and social determinants of health data ranging 
from family structure to crime and transportation.  

Community profiles are extremely useful. They allow end users such 
as Local Public Health Agencies (LPHAs) to gather a diverse amount 
of information on their community from one place. Thanks to data 
handling consistency, profile information can be compared with other 
jurisdictions. The social determinants section can be used to find 
correlations with health and/or environmental outcomes.  

Health Environment Community 
The environment section of the profiles differs between the city and 
county levels. At the county level, profiles include data on air and 
agriculture. City level profiles feature information on water quality. 

Both air and water data came from EPHT NCDMs, while agriculture 
indicators were derived from a United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) survey of farms completed every five years. 

 

The community section of the profiles includes information on the 
population, socio-demographics, and infrastructure. Indicators include: 
crime, access to foods & beverages, housing, poverty & assistance, 
transportation, veterans, and other population characteristics. 

Original data came from a myriad of places: Missouri Highway Patrol, 
Census Business Patterns, local farmer’s markets, American 
Community Survey (ACS), Decennial Census, and National Highway 
Traffic and Safety Administration (NHTSA). 

 

Above is an example of the environment section of the county level 
profiles. 

 

Below is an example of the environment section of the city level 
profiles. 
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