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Capability 14:  Responder Safety and Health
	Function 1:  Identify responder safety and health risks.
	

	Resource Elements
	Activities
	Outcomes/Outputs
	Reviewer Comments/Technical Assistance

	P1.  Plan includes documentation of the safety and health risk scenarios likely to be faced by responders.  
	
	
	

	P2.  Plan includes documentation that identifies public health roles related to the jurisdiction's identified risks.  
	
	
	

	S1.  Does your agency have identified positions or staff that have  received awareness-level training in planning for responder risk?
	
	
	

	S2.  Does your agency have identified positions or staff that have received training in the role of Incident Safety Officers in NIMS?
	
	
	

	S3.  Does your agency have identified positions or staff that have received Level A equipment training?
	
	
	

	Sample Tasks
	

	1.  Prior to an incident, identify the medical, environmental exposure, and mental/behavioral health risks that may be faced by staff responding to the public health incident in conjunction with partner agencies and based on jurisdictional risk assessment. (For additional or supporting detail, see Capability 1: Community Preparedness) 
2.  Prior to an incident, identify subject matter experts and other informational resources that can be used by public health staff to make health and safety recommendations to the Incident Safety Officers or lead agency. 

3.  Prior to an incident, and as applicable during an incident, work with subject matter experts to develop information on potential acute and chronic health conditions that may develop/occur during and after an exposure. 

4.  In consultation with the Incident Safety Officer and subject matter experts, participate in the formulation of recommendations to the Incident Commander regarding responder-specific risks to be addressed in incident action plans. 

5.  Distribute safety materials to public health responders through daily briefings at the onset of, and throughout an incident, in consultation with the Incident Safety Officer and jurisdictional subject matter experts. (For additional or supporting detail, see Capability 4: Emergency Public Information and Warning)


	

	Function 2:  Identify safety and personal protective needs.
	

	Resource Elements
	Activities
	Outcomes/Outputs
	Reviewer Comments/Technical Assistance

	P1.  Plan includes recommendations for risk-related personal protective equipment (PPE) for responders.  
	
	
	

	P2.  Plan includes process that assures public health responders are fit-tested and medically cleared to use PPE.
	
	
	

	P3.  Plan includes protocols and processes to access backup/cache equipment for incident response.
	
	
	

	E1.  Does your agency have access to personnel protective equipment?  
	
	
	

	Sample Tasks
	

	1.  Prior to an incident, and as applicable during an incident, work with subject matter experts (e.g., state environmental health, state occupational health and safety, hazard-specific subject matter experts, and emergency managers) to identify responder safety and health resource requirements (e.g., equipment needs). 

2.  Prior to an incident, and as applicable during an incident, and in conjunction with subject matter experts, formulate recommendations to public health responders regarding personal protective equipment that are consistent with local jurisdictional requirements. 

3.  Coordinate with partner agencies to provide medical countermeasures and/or personal protective equipment to public health responders, if indicated by the incident. (For additional or supporting detail, see Capability 8: Medical Countermeasure Dispensing)
	

	Function 3:  Coordinate with partners to facilitate risk-specific safety and health training.
	

	Resource Elements
	Activities
	Outcomes/Outputs
	Reviewer Comments/Technical Assistance

	S1.  Does your agency have identified positions or staff that have received training on the use of N-95 or other respirators?  
	
	
	

	S2.  Does your agency have documentation of training for staff that will serve in responder functions?  
	
	
	

	S3.  Does your agency have identified positions or staff that have participated in awareness and technician refresher courses?
	
	
	

	Sample Tasks
	

	1.  Prior to an incident, and as applicable during an incident, work with subject matter experts to determine/recommend risk-specific training (both training for protective actions as well as training for response to exposure or injury).
	

	Function 4:  Monitor responder safety and health actions.
	

	Resource Elements
	Activities
	Outcomes/Outputs
	Reviewer Comments/Technical Assistance

	P1.  Plan includes protocols for surveillance activities. 
	
	
	

	P2.  Plan includes process or protocol to coordinate with partner agencies for medical-readiness screening of responders.
	
	
	

	P3.  Plan includes process and protocol for how the PH agency can promote the availability of medical services. 
	
	
	

	E1.  Does your agency have a database of responders who were exposed and/or injured?  
	
	
	

	Sample Tasks
	

	1.  Conduct or participate in exposure, mental/behavioral health, and medical surveillance of public health incident responders before, during, and after an incident. (For additional or supporting detail, see Capability 13: Public Health Surveillance and Epidemiological Investigation) 
2.  Coordinate with healthcare partners to facilitate access to and promote the availability of medical and mental/behavioral health services for responders, either on-site or off-site as applicable to the incident. 

3.  Provide guidance to partner organizations to help conduct monitoring of any responder staff for medical/mental/behavioral incident-related health outcomes. 

4.  Utilize surveillance data and other applicable inputs from partner agencies to provide recommendations or considerations for any changes related to the use of personal protective equipment (e.g., to alter, suspend, or terminate any activity or personal protective equipment usage judged to improve the outcome or be an imminent danger or immediately dangerous to life and health). (For additional or supporting detail, see Capability 6: Information Sharing)

5.  Support the Public Information Officer and partner agencies to implement risk-communication strategies that communicate risks to responders after the completion of the acute phase of an incident. Include risks known pre-incident and those discovered during and after the acute phase. (For additional or supporting detail, see Capability 3: Emergency Operations Coordination and Capability 4: Emergency Public Information and Warning)
	


3

