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MISSOURI COUNCIL FOR PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING

I. PURPOSE:


The Missouri Council for Public Health Nursing (MCPHN) was established within the Missouri 
Department of Health & Senior Services (DHSS) to address issues that impact public health nursing within the public health system. The CPHN makes recommendations on issues that affect public health nursing practice, standards, education and recruitment.
II. CONDITIONS AND PROCEDURES:

A. This policy ensures an ongoing council. The MCPHN shall not have oversight or decision making power. 

B. Duties of the MCPHN include:

· Identify, evaluate and make recommendations on issues impacting public health nursing practice;

· Identify, communicate and make recommendations regarding standards for public health nursing practice;

· Collaborate with schools of nursing to promote quality public health nursing education;

· Provide a network that maximizes communication and promotes interdisciplinary collaboration; 

· Identify educational needs of the public health nursing workforce and facilitate access to education;

· Provide leadership and information to practicing public health nurses, professional boards, organizations and other disciplines on public health nursing issues; and

· Serve as an advisor to the DHSS through the public health nursing liaison.

III. COUNCIL COMPOSITION

A. The Missouri Council for Public Health Nursing shall be composed of a maximum of twenty-five (25) members. Members will include representatives from state and local public health agencies, nursing education, and professional organizations. At least two-thirds (2/3s) of the members shall be from local public health agencies and will include representatives from metro and rural agencies, supervisory nurses, staff nurses and administrators. 

B.
The executive committee shall be composed of four (4) members including a Chair, Chair-elect, secretary, and member at large. The executive committee members shall be elected by the membership. The chair and chair-elect must be a representative from a local public health agency. The DHSS public health nursing coordinator will serve as ex officio member of the executive committee.

IV. SELECTION OF MEMBERS AND TERM OF OFFICE

The executive committee will select new members from qualified applicants on an annual basis. The executive committee will ensure the MCPHN represents a diverse selection of public health nurses from varied specialties within public health nursing.  Members will serve a two- (2-) year term beginning in January. New members will be added so no more than one-half (1/2) of the CPHN will be new each year. Members may serve more than one (1) term. The chair shall serve for one (1) year. The chair-elect shall be elected for one (1) year and shall automatically become chair for the next one- (1) year term. If a member of the CPHN or the executive committee resigns before their term expires, the executive committee may appoint a new member to serve the unexpired term. 

V. DUTIES OF COUNCIL MEMBERS 

A. The duties of the MCPHN Chair shall include the following:

· Develop agenda for meetings in collaboration with public health nursing coordinator.

· Preside at meetings.

· Appoint committees and task forces as needed.

· Delegate representation for MCPHN.

B. The duties of the MCPHN Chair-Elect shall include the following:

· Assume duties of Chair if chair is absent or unable to serve.

C. The duties of the MCPHN Secretary shall include the following:

· Record and distribute minutes of each meeting.

· Will receive nominations for annual public health nursing awards, prepare by     removing identifying information and forward to Chair-Elect.

D. The duties of the member-at-large shall include the following:
· Coordinate annual review of bylaws by executive committee
· Distribute recommended changes to general membership at least 10 days prior to holding vote for adoption.
E. The duties of the Executive Committee include the following:

· Solicit new members.

· Develop recommendations for membership and present to membership for vote.

· Review by-laws and recommend changes.
F. The duties of the members shall include the following:

· Attend and participate in MCPHN meetings.

· Participate in task forces established by the MCPHN.

· Select executive committee members.

· Recommend prospective members to executive committee.

VI. COUNCIL MEETINGS

Meetings will be held at least quarterly during the calendar year. Expenses for attending meetings will be the responsibility of members.

VII. COUNCIL OPERATIONS

Operations of the MCPHN shall be guided by bylaws developed by members.

VIII. TASK FORCES

· The MCPHN may establish special task forces as needed to study and make recommendations about specific issues. 

· The MCPHN chairperson in consultation with Council members shall appoint task force members. The MCPHN chairperson is an ex officio member of all task forces. 
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