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PROPER DISPOSAL OF USED MEDICAL SUPPLIES

  I.
PURPOSE

To ensure proper disposal of personal medical supplies used by employees and prevent exposure in the workplace caused by contact with these used medical supplies.

 II.
SCOPE

Departmentwide. 

III.
DEFINITION

“Used medical supplies” likely to cause exposure include:  syringes and hypodermic needles of any type, invasive blood testing devices which break the skin, lancets, dressings, bandages or band-aids that have been in contact with blood or bodily fluids, or any medical device or appliance that is routinely in contact with blood, bodily fluids or wound secretions.

IV.
POLICY

All employees will properly dispose of personal used medical supplies in a manner that ensures other employees are safe from exposure to blood and bodily fluids.

A.
Disposal procedures:

1. Do not dispose of any used medical supply in any standard trash receptacle.  

2. Syringes, needles and all other “sharps” will be placed in a disposal container approved by the Environmental Protection Agency for such purpose.  If possible, replace the safety cover on the point prior to disposal.  Employees are to contact the Division of Administration, Bureau of General Services, to obtain such a container for their needs at work.

3. Disposal containers will be placed in an area where no employee is likely to accidentally step or sit on it, bump into it, etc.

4. Employees may contact their supervisor for assistance in obtaining an approved container from the Bureau of General Services if needed.

5. Containers will be disposed of and replaced when full in accordance with environmental law, and may not be emptied and reused unless specifically designed for that purpose.  

6. Bandages and dressings are to be discarded in the bathroom in receptacles designated for this purpose.  In the women’s restroom, it is the container provided for disposal of sanitary products.  In the men’s restroom, it is a specially labeled container.
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